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The mission of Summit Choral Society is to provide a continuum of musical training for young 

children through senior adults, produce exceptional choral performances, and preserve the 

art of choral music for the enrichment and enjoyment of the Greater Akron community. 

140 E. Market Street Akron, OH 44308 • 330.434.SING(7464) 

SummitChoralSociety.org 



From Executive & Artistic Director  

 Shara L. Cocchiola  

I have been honored to lead the beloved Summit Choral Society (SCS) since 2017 as  the 
Executive Artistic Director and incredibly grateful to be part of the Akron community.  Our 

nationally recognized, award-winning programs serve all ages with  
opportunities to learn and grow in multiple facets of music, from singing and theory,  

exciting musical games and composing to playing percussion.  
The Children’s Choir Program serves children in grades K-12 with music education and  
performance opportunities. Youth in the Children’s Choir Program averaged twenty-five 
weekly rehearsals and numerous performances, including singing at the historic and the 

newly renovated Goodyear Theater, St. Bernard Catholic Church and hosting  
Sing Invitational at Summit Artspace this past season. Performance Choir, under the  

direction of Principal Conductor Heather Cooper, delighted all who attended  
choral•ography at historic Greystone Hall where Chris Burnham, Development Finance  
Authority and SCS President, was recognized as Honorary Chair. This choir also had the  
distinction of representing Akron (one of only six choirs nationwide) at the national  

Crescent City Choral Festival by invitation, which included singing under the direction of 
Bob Chilcott on the newly-commissioned work, “Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow,” in  

New Orleans, LA.   
Metropolitan Chorus grew tremendously and its focused in  on the intimately performed  
concerts it is known for. This choir experienced a renaissance of singers as  the community 
emerged from gathering limitations and were hungry for contact through song with others. 

Highlights of their season include the Christmas Candlelight Concerts, under the direction of Dr. 
Britt Cooper, at historic St Bernard Church and Cathedral Classics, under the direction of Dr. 

Marin Jacobson, at the beautiful Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.  
Sing With Me classes served over 30 families with children from birth to 5 years of age and is a 
true favorite!  This comprehensive early childhood music program for young children is full of 
hands-on musical games, songs and enrichment activities that foster a love of music while  

stimulating brain development.  
Pirates! Summer Music Camp explored musical theatre vocalizations, choreography and Orff 

instruments culminating in a performance at Summit Artspace.   
DrumSing, under the direction of Matt Dudack for youth and young adults, entertained   

audiences with performances throughout Downtown Akron during the summer, including the 
Akron Marathon, PorchRockr and the Pride Festival!    

 
SCS is so thankful to have incredible support from the greater Akron community for 33 years! 

Our valuable program offerings are not possible without community support.   

Thank you Akron! 

 
Summit Choral Society is proud to reside and rehearse in Summit Artspace, Akron’s Place for the Creative. 
SCS’s family of musical programs are all proudly directed by certified, degreed professionals with live,  
acoustic musical accompaniments! Experience the Music at Summit Choral Society this season as a  

participant, patron or audience member.   



Shara L. Cocchiola 
Executive & Artistic Director  

Heather J. Cooper 
Principal Conductor  

 

Executive & Artistic Staff  

Rachel Baker—Director of Marketing & Event Management, Bookkeeper • Jessica Bell—Bel Canto Choir Director  
Steven Cocchiola—Accompanist, Theory & Technology Director •  Brandon Davies—Operations Manager  

Matt Dudack—DrumSing Director •  Emily Garlock—Advanced Choir Director •  Beth LeHoty—Children’s Choir Pianist  
Gary Sexton—Controller • Raquel Teare—Metropolitan Chorus Pianist • Daren Williams—Security 

Board of Directors 
Executive Committee 

Chris Burnham 
President 

Development Finance Authority  

Joe Storsin, Jr. 
Vice President 

FirstEnergy 

Brian Moore 
Assistant Vice President 

Roetzel & Andress 

Douglas Varner 
Treasurer 
Microsoft 

Daniel Berrios 
Secretary   

The J.M. Smucker Company  

Benjamin Comston 
Assistant Secretary   

Genesis Financial Services 

Dr. Matthew Akers, University of Akron • Philip Angelo, Huntington Bank  
Lois Bontrager, Education and Public Relations, Retired • Nathan Boskovich, Medical Mutual of Ohio 

 Nancy Dustin, OEConnection •  Karen Freeman, Letter Perfect Embroidery •  Brian Lapolla, Akron Children’s Hospital   
Gary Mosteller, Integrity Print Solutions •  Jacinto Nunez, Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease LLC  

John Roll, The Siegfried Group • Suganthi Alagarsamy Veerappan MD, CMD, MPH, Akron Veterans Administration  
Sarah Wenner-Bloomhuff, SeibertKeck Insurance Partners • Dawn Wilson, Akron Public Schools  

Bill Wolf, Brennan Manna Diamond • Patricia Biddle, Emertius Director • Diane Kilo, Emeritus Director   



Annual Holiday Concerts 

December 16,17,18, 2022 

St. Bernard Catholic Church  

CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHTS 

DrumSing Performance  

August 20, 2022  

Highland Square  

PORCH ROKR PERFORMANCE 

Children’s Choir Program 

May 6, 2023  

St. Bernard Catholic Church  

A SPLENDID SERENADE  

Advanced Choir Performance  

December 6, 2022  

Akron Civic Theatre  

HEARTS FOR MUSIC GALA 

AKRON PRIDE FESTIVAL 

DrumSing Performance  

August 27, 2022  

Cascade Plaza  

Children’s Choir Program 

May 16, 2023  

Summit ArtSpace  

SOUNDS OF SPRING SHOWCASE 

Summer Music Camp 

July 25-28, 2022  

Summit ArtSpace  

PIRATES! 

A Lifetime of Music 

YEAR IN REVIEW 2022-2023  

CONCERT FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

Children’s Choir Program 

December 2, 2022  

Goodyear Theater  

CATHEDRAL CLASSICS  

Metropolitan Chorus  

April 29, 2023  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 



National Anthem Sing  

May 30, 2023  

Canal Park  

AKRON RUBBERDUCKS  

Collaborative Choral Event  

February 11, 2023 

Summit ArtSpace  

SING INVITATIONAL 

A Lifetime of Music 

YEAR IN REVIEW 2022-2023  

Caroling !  

November 27, 2022  

Summit ArtSpace  

ARTIST SUNDAY SING 

Thank You!  

October 7, 2022  

Summit Choral Society  

DONOR APPRECIATION NIGHT 

Annual Benefit Event  

March 18, 2023  

Historic Greystone Hall  

CHORALOGRAPHY 

Performance Choir  

March 10, 2023  

Summit ArtSpace  

ARTWALK  

DrumSing Performances 

September 24, 2022 &  June 24, 2023 

Summit ArtSpace  

AKRON MARATHONS & 8K 

SING WITH ME  

Early Child Music Program 

Fall, Summer and Spring  

Class Sessions  

Performance Choir Annual Tour  

June 23-27, 2023  

New Orleans  

CRESCENT CITY CHORAL FESTIVAL 



PROGRAM OFFERINGS 

CHORAL SCHOLARS PROGRAM 

The Children’s Choir Program is a leveled 

musical arts education and performance 

program for children in grades K-12. 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR PROGRAM 

Sing with me is a comprehensive early 

childhood music program for parents 

and children infants to 5 years old.   

SING WITH ME  

DrumSing is an innovative hybrid 

musical experience for high school age 
youth and young adults, combining 

traditional drumline with vocalized 

melodies.    

DRUMSING 

Summer Music Camps are one-week 

camps for school age children that 

explore a variety of musical themes. 

SUMMER MUSIC CAMPS 

Laura Kupper  
University of Akron  

Children’s Choir Program  
Sing With Me  

Chase Dunaway  
University of Akron 
DrumSing  22-23 

Brianna Knapp  
Kent State University  
Metropolitan Chorus  

Baylee Burnham 
Walsh University  

Sing With Me  

Harley Nu n ez  
University of Akron 
DrumSing  23-24 

FUNDED IN PART BY THE GENEROSITY OF THE:  
LLOYD L. & LOUISE K. SMITH FOUNDATION, THE CHARLES E. & MABEL M. RITCHIE MEMORIAL FOUNDATION , WELTY FAMILY FOUNDATION  

The Metropolitan Chorus is a traditional 

choral experience focusing on intimately-

performed works, ages 18+. 

METROPOLITAN CHORUS 



Season Financials 
INCOME 

EXPENSES 

ENDOWMENTS 



2022-2023  Season Sponsors  

Amy and Bill Cook Charitable Fund 
Maureen A. Iler Trust: In Honor of Gabi Iler  

The Sisler McFawn Foundation 
W. Paul Mills and Thora J. Mills Memorial Foundation   
Charles E. & Mabel M. Ritchie Memorial Foundation 

The Venner Family Foundation  
The Welty Family Foundation  

Tim Able, Matthew and Elisabeth Akers, Paul and Dorothy Albanese, Brooks and Janey Ames, Leigh Ann Andreani, Phil and Laura Angelo 
Dan and Rebecca Argenas, Tommy and Rachel Baker, Rebecca Ball, Michael and Karen Baraona, William and Alice Batchelder III 

Scott MacPherson and Beate Gersch, Daniel Berrios and Laura Perez, Charles and Patricia Biddle, Elizabeth Blickle, John and Jennifer Blickle 
Paul and Lois Bontrager, Nathan and Jeena Boskovich, Terry and Christine Bowman, Catey Breck, Ann Brennan, Rachel Bridenstine 

Bill and Sherri Broadhurst, Tyler Burleyson, Chris and Maryellen Burnham, Tracy and Kelly Burt, Jason Butterworth, Mike and Diane Cardew 
Dwight Clark, Steve and Shara Cocchiola, Melanie Colusci, Ben and Laura Comston: In honor of Baltazar Berrios, Daniel Berrios's Dad (22-23) 
Dr. Britt and Heather Cooper, Jason and Stephanie Dodson, Hailey Dustin, Perry and Nancy Dustin, Carme Fiorilli: In Honor of Chris Burnham 

Robert Fogler, Mike and Karen Freeman, Scott and Emily Garlock, Ruth Gilligan, Mark Grunenwald, Lisa Hale, Megan Harvey, Kevin Heraghty 
Hal and Jacqueline Horton, Mark and Susan Iler, Gary and Frances Jervis, Anthony Leung and Monica Kaiser, Bob and Linda Kempe 

Joe and Meg Kimbell, Mr and Mrs John Kinsey, Marvin and Marjorie Kodish, Christopher and Beverly Koepf, Oscar Lanzi III, Brian LaPolla 
Ralph and Joanne Lehman, Scott and Beth LeHoty, Mark and Theresa Lerner, Matthew and Emily Manchester, Deborah Matz, Patricia McKay 

Jessica McRitchie, Dr Gary and Georgia Miller, Phil Montgomery, Brian and Diana Moore, Gary and Sheila Mosteller, Mark and Mary Mourton 
Laura Nolan, Jacinto Nunez Joe Paul, Melissa Pedulla, Lori Pesci, Susan Petrak: In Memory of Donald Dean Farrow, John and Cindy Petures, Ben Pickens 

Dr. Jenn Popovsky and JP Paxton, Roger and Sally Read, Dan Rice, John and Amanda Roll, Russell and Lori Sallaz, Michele Sandridge 
George and Diane Sarkis, Jeffrey and Lisa Schmitt, Brian and Hannah Sharnsky, Ximena Siques Hatfield, Eric and Susan Smith, Craig Stanley 

Matt and Courtney Stein, Patrick and Annette Stevenson: In Honor of Chris Burnham, Joe and Sasha Storsin, Jr, June Tan, J. Bret and Diane Treier 
Mark and Sylvia Trundle, Bill and Diane Ulik, Lawrence and Carolyn Varner, Douglas and Emily Varner, Drs. Ganesh and Suganthi Veerappan 

Sean Vollman, Grace Wakulchik, Beverly Waltz, Mike and Anna Weant-King, Sarah Wenner-Bloomhuff, Shelley White, LaMont and Dawn Wilson 
Erin Wojno-Demiray, Bill and Lydia Wolf, Asuama and Ebony Yeboah-Amankwah, Fr. Chris Zerucha, Fred and Renee Zumpano  

Making a difference in the lives of others is at the heart of our mission to provide a unique vocal music education and  
performance arts program for children, youth and adults. As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit arts organization, we are very grateful to our many donors.   

Your support helps the Summit Choral Society produce and present quality performances of distinguished choral music for the enrichment, enjoyment, and education of our 
singers, our patrons and the community.  

Thank you for your support! 


